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A newly published book, The Replication State of China: Elite Cognitive Monopoly, 

Replicated Obedience, and the Architecture of Totalitarian Control, introduces the concept of 

the “Replication State” as a new analytical framework for examining the structure, 

reproduction and durability of political power under the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). 

Written by Tibet-born journalist, photographer and author Yeshe Choesang, the book offers 

a systematic examination of how political authority is reproduced beyond the formal centre of 

Party power and embedded across state institutions, administrative structures, law, economic 

policy, technology, education, media, cultural discourse and mechanisms of social control. 

The central proposition is that contemporary CCP rule cannot be adequately understood 

solely through conventional descriptions of centralisation, repression, censorship or elite 

domination. These remain important instruments of political control, but the book argues that 

they do not, by themselves, explain the structural viability, resilience and adaptive 

capacity of the contemporary Chinese political system. 

The concept of the Replication State is developed to address this analytical gap. 

From centralised power to replicated power 

The book's principal argument is that political power under the CCP is not merely 

concentrated at the top of the political hierarchy. It is replicated throughout the 

institutional architecture of governance. 

Replication refers to the systematic reproduction of the governing logic of the Party across 

different sectors and levels of political and social organisation. Political authority is 

reproduced through institutions; institutional obligations are reproduced through 

administrative structures; ideological expectations are reproduced through education and 

communication; surveillance is reproduced through technological systems; and economic 

priorities are reproduced through state-directed policy and strategic industries. 

The result is a system in which different institutional domains may perform different 

functions while simultaneously reproducing the underlying political logic of CCP rule. 
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The book examines this process through several interconnected dimensions: 

• Political replication, through the extension of Party authority throughout state and 

political institutions; 

• Institutional replication, through the reproduction of political obligations and 

organisational discipline; 

• Legal and regulatory replication, through the operation of laws, regulations and 

administrative mechanisms within a Party-dominated political structure; 

• Economic replication, through the relationship between political authority, economic 

planning, strategic industries and state-market relations; 

• Digital replication, through surveillance, data governance, digital administration and 

technological systems capable of extending political oversight; 

• Ideological replication, through education, media, official discourse and cultural 

institutions; and 

• Replicated obedience, through the transmission of political expectations downwards 

through institutions and society. 

The significance of the concept lies in the relationship between these dimensions. The 

Replication State is not simply a collection of separate instruments of control. It describes a 

systemic process through which the logic of political authority is reproduced across 

multiple domains. 

Beyond conventional models of authoritarianism 

The book directly challenges the adequacy of conventional analytical models when applied to 

the contemporary Chinese system. 

“The conventional theories of repression, censorship, and domination by the elites are 

commonly underlined in traditional models of authoritarianism. The Replication State of 

China claims that these models cannot be used to elucidate the structural viability of modern 

Chinese governance,” Choesang stated in a press release dated 22 February 2026. “In its 

place, the book suggests that replication, the systematic reproduction of the logic of 

governance across sectors, generates resilience, scalability, and adaptive capacity. The 

combination of political power with technology, economic planning, regulatory agencies, and 

cultural discourses makes the governance model of the CCP self-reinforcing.” 

This argument constitutes the conceptual centre of the work. Rather than treating repression, 

censorship, surveillance, economic direction and ideological control as isolated phenomena, 

the book examines their structural interdependence. 

A political system can possess coercive instruments without necessarily possessing the 

capacity to reproduce its governing logic throughout society. The Replication State 

framework asks what occurs when political authority becomes embedded simultaneously in 

institutions, regulations, technology, economic structures, information systems and cultural 

production. 
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Under such conditions, control can become less dependent upon direct intervention from the 

political centre because institutional structures themselves reproduce the governing 

requirements of the system. 

This is what the book identifies as replicated obedience. 

Elite cognitive monopoly and the production of political conformity 

The concept of “Elite Cognitive Monopoly” extends the analysis beyond institutional 

control. 

The term concerns the concentration of authoritative political interpretation within the ruling 

political structure — the capacity to establish the boundaries within which political reality, 

legitimate political knowledge and acceptable ideological interpretation are defined. 

Within the book's framework, cognitive control and institutional control are interconnected. 

Institutions do not merely implement political decisions; they can also reproduce the 

categories through which those decisions are understood and communicated. 

Education, official media, political language, administrative discourse and institutional 

communication therefore become relevant to the reproduction of political authority. 

The argument is not that every individual or institution mechanically reproduces Party 

ideology. Rather, it is that the governing system establishes institutional conditions in which 

political interpretation, permissible discourse and organisational behaviour are repeatedly 

channelled through structures dominated by the ruling Party. 

The result is a form of political reproduction extending beyond conventional coercion. 

Technology as an accelerator of replication 

The book gives particular attention to the technological dimension of contemporary political 

control. 

Digital systems have altered the capacity of governments to collect information, monitor 

populations, administer services, identify individuals, regulate communication and integrate 

data across institutions. 

In the Chinese context examined by Choesang, technology is therefore not treated merely as 

an administrative convenience. It is analysed as a potential accelerator of political 

replication. 

When political authority is connected to data systems, surveillance technologies, digital 

administration and algorithmic capabilities, the ability to reproduce political oversight can 

increase substantially in scale and speed. 
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This raises questions extending beyond China. The development of artificial intelligence, 

mass data systems and increasingly centralised digital governance means that the relationship 

between technological capability and political authority has become an international issue. 

The analytical importance of the Replication State is therefore not confined to describing an 

existing Chinese political structure. It provides a framework for examining how technological 

systems can interact with political power more broadly. 

Economic power and international consequences 

The book also examines the economic dimension of replicated political authority. 

The relationship between Party authority, state institutions, strategic industries, economic 

planning, technology and markets creates a system in which political and economic power 

can become closely interconnected. 

This has consequences beyond domestic governance. 

Economic dependency, technological dependence, strategic supply chains and international 

market relationships can create forms of influence that extend beyond conventional 

diplomatic or military power. The book therefore places the Replication State within wider 

debates concerning international political economy, strategic competition, economic 

security and state power. 

The analysis does not treat economic integration as politically neutral. Instead, it asks how 

economic relationships can interact with a political system capable of integrating state 

authority, economic policy and strategic objectives. 

An analytical framework with wider implications 

“This work places its analysis in the context of wider debates in the fields of political theory, 

authoritarian resilience research, and international political economy, rather than framing the 

discussion in emotional or adversarial terms,” Choesang told TPI upon the release of his book 

on 22 February 2026. 

This distinction is important to the author's approach. The book is critical of CCP rule, but its 

principal contribution is intended to be analytical rather than rhetorical. Its purpose is to 

identify and explain a structural mechanism through which political authority is reproduced. 

The Replication State consequently raises questions of wider significance: 

How is political authority reproduced across institutions? What happens when 

surveillance and digital administration become integrated with political power? Can 

economic dependence create new forms of political leverage? How does ideological 

authority become institutionalised? And what happens when the governing logic of a 

political system is repeatedly reproduced across sectors that appear institutionally 

separate? 
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These questions extend the discussion beyond conventional descriptions of authoritarian 

government. 

Author and intellectual trajectory 

Choesang's intellectual trajectory has developed through journalism, photography, historical 

research and writing on political repression, authoritarian systems, political persecution and 

totalitarianism. 

His previous books, The Monster Purges of the 20th Century, The Monster Evil and Tibet on 

Blaze, examined political violence, repression and historical systems of domination. 

The Replication State of China extends this body of work from the documentation and 

historical examination of repression towards an analysis of the institutional architecture 

through which political power is reproduced and sustained. 

The book's central proposition is therefore both specific and broader in implication: the 

durability of CCP rule should be examined not only through the concentration of 

political power, but through the replication of that power across the structures 

governed by it. 

The Replication State of China: Elite Cognitive Monopoly, Replicated Obedience, and the 

Architecture of Totalitarian Control was released on 22 February 2026 and is available 

worldwide through Amazon in hardcover, paperback and digital editions. 

Author: Yeshe Choesang 

Publisher: Tibet Initiative Network Australia (TINA) 

Release date: 22 February 2026 

Formats: Hardcover, paperback and digital editions 

Availability: Worldwide through Amazon 
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