Editorial Positioning: Terminology Ethics and Political Clarity

Recommended Political & Historical Terms (Pro-Tibet, Pro-Democracy)

These terms reflect Tibetan self-determination, freedom of the press, political resistance, and
anti-authoritarian journalism. Including them ensures clarity, consistency, and alignment with

your publication’s values.

Term

Context

Occupied Tibet

Accurate historical term denoting the
reality of military and political control
since 1950.

Colonial Rule

Highlights the exploitative nature of
China’s occupation in Tibet.

Self-determination

Refers to the right of the Tibetan people to
decide their political status freely.

Tibetan Government-in-Exile

Official name: Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA), based in
Dharamshala.

Peaceful Resistance / Nonviolent Protest

Describes acts like self-immolations or
uprisings without armed conflict.

Stateless Nation

Describes Tibetans’ lack of state
recognition despite a distinct nationhood.

National Liberation Movement

Contextualises the Tibetan freedom
struggle within global decolonisation.

Democratic Reforms in Exile

Refers to democratization of Tibetan
governance in exile since the 1960s.

Freedom of Expression / Press Freedom

Universal values under attack in Tibet and
defended in exile.

Cultural Genocide

Used by scholars and governments to
describe systematic erasure of Tibetan
identity.

Totalitarianism

Best used to describe the nature of CCP
rule, avoiding euphemisms like 'strong
governance'.

Authoritarian State Media

Used for Chinese state outlets like CGTN,
Global Times, Xinhua, etc.

Tibetan Uprising Day Use instead of neutral terms like 'March 10
incident'.

Sinicisation Describes CCP policy of forcibly
assimilating ethnic cultures into Han
norms.

Propaganda Apparatus Describes Chinese media, Confucius

Institutes, and diplomatic coercion
mechanisms.

Information Warfare

Refers to global disinformation campaigns
orchestrated by CCP-linked agencies.




O Terms and Tones to Avoid: Pro-China, Pro-CCP, or Authoritarian

Normalisation

Term

Why to Avoid

Ethnic Minority (Shaoshu Minzu)

Implies Tibet is a subordinate ethnic group
in a unitary Chinese nation.

Peaceful Liberation

CCP propaganda term for invasion. Use
'military invasion' or 'occupation’ instead.

Autonomous Region

Misleading term implying local governance;
control is centralised by Beijing.

Ethnic Policy / Ethnic Harmony

Euphemisms that obscure repression and
homogenisation.

Development in Tibet

Often a cover for resource extraction,
military expansion, and surveillance.

Chinese Sovereignty over Tibet

Avoid unless quoting or critiquing Chinese
claims.

Terrorism / Separatism / Extremism

Weaponised labels to criminalise dissent;
use with context or rebuttal.

National Reunification

Propaganda term implying Tibet was
historically part of China.

Expert or Scholar without scrutiny

If affiliated with pro-China think tanks or
CCP-funded institutions.

Chinese Viewpoint presented as neutral

Always attribute, contextualise, or
challenge if used.

@ Experts, Scholars, or Diplomats to Vet with Caution

When quoting or referencing figures, it is crucial to add political and institutional context. Be

cautious of:

- Former Western diplomats now working in China-funded institutions

- Academics publishing in CCP-linked outlets (e.g., China Daily, Global Times)

- Experts denying cultural genocide or Tibetan government-in-exile legitimacy

- Journalists affiliated with CGTN, Xinhua, or other state-controlled media

- Scholars funded by United Front or Confucius Institute programmes

- Lobbyists advocating China ties at the expense of human rights

@ Proposed New Section Title for Style Guide

Editorial Positioning: Terminology Ethics and Political Clarity

Suggested subsections include:

- Terms That Reflect the Lived Reality of Occupation




- Ethical Terminology to Uphold Tibetan Nationhood
- Avoiding Propaganda and Co-opted Language

- Contextualising Sources: Academic, Diplomatic, and Media Voices



